Constitution ITF

As approved at the Congress Meeting

7th April 1988

Paragraph 1.

Title, Composition and Legal Domicile

1. The title of this organisation is the International Taekwon-do Federation, the abbreviation of the title is ITF.

2. The legal domicile of the ITF is in Vienna. The ITF operates in the whole of Austria and in all countries of the world where its member organisations are.

Paragraph 2.

Official Languages

1. At all Congress meetings each member may speak in his own language, translations being made into Korean, German and Spanish.

2. The rules and regulations, minutes, reports and other communication will be in Korean and English.

3. In all cases of any divergence in the interpretation of the text the English version will be accepted.

Paragraph 3.

Purpose

1. This organisation will not contemplate pecuniary gain or profit to its members and the purpose for which it is formed and its powers are:

a To promote and encourage the physical, moral and cultural education of the nations to create international respect and goodwill. To help build a better and more peaceful world.

b To enhance the authority and value of TKD by developing and standardising techniques and theory, including competition rules, for men and women of amateur status throughout the world.

c To assist and provide plans for TKD to be adopted as an official event by the IOC.

d To establish training centres to qualify ‘ Black Belts ‘ to be of International TKD Instructor ‘ status for overseas service, also International Umpires and Examiners.

e To establish a TKD University to provide instructors for schools at all levels.

f To conduct, manage, arrange and approve championships, tournaments and demonstrations for the World or Continent.

g To assist, recognise and encourage the affiliated organisations and to furnish services and guidance to every individual, group or body for their interest.

h To unite all national organisations which are involved in TKD.

Paragraph 4.

Means

1. Federation objectives shall be obtained by the idealistic and material means listed in sub-paragraphs 2 and 3.

2. The idealistic means will be served by: lectures and meetings. TKD courses for all age groups of both sexes, sport contests and championships on National and International level, exchange of experience between members, publication and encouragement of magazines.

3. The required material means shall be raised by membership fees of affiliated and supporting members in form of personal and money contributions, performances in kind, through profits from events as well as through donations. The amount of the membership fee shall be determined by the Congress. Five percent of the profit from international championships will be used for the financing of the Federation.

Paragraph 5.

Kinds of Membership

1. Members of the Federation will be divided into affiliated and supporting members.

2. Affiliated members will be all, officially founded, National TKD Organisations which use the methods and techniques developed by the Founder of TKD, Gen. Choi Hong Hi, TKD organisations of all countries of the world may acquire membership, irrespective of race, religion, or nationality of their members.

3. Supporting members will be individuals who have their permanent residence within the national territory of a country to which an affiliated member belongs and which duly pay the membership fees allotted to them which are fixed by the Congress.

Paragraph 6.

Application for Membership

1. One member for each country can be affiliated, except in special circumstances with prior approval on the part of the Congress.

2. The application for membership shall be submitted to the Board of the ITF in writing. A copy of the applicant’s statues has to be enclosed in the application. The Board has the final decision about registration. Registration can be refused without giving any reasons.

3. Prior to the establishment of the National Governing Bodies there will take place provisional admission ( of members ) by the proponents. Membership becoming effective with the establishment of the National Governing Body.

Paragraph 7.

Termination of Membership

1. The membership terminates due to the loss of legal entity, that is, by death, voluntary withdrawal and expulsion.

The withdrawal has to be notified to the Board of the ITF in writing and can only become effective with the end of a year. It has to be notified to the Board by registered letter at least 3 months in advance. This notification, unlees there is an individual member involved, must be signed by executives of the withdrawing member duly authorised to do so by its statutes. If the notification is made too late then it becomes effective only as per the next feasible date for withdrawal.

2. The Congress may expel a member from the Federation, by majority resolution, if it has violated the statutes or the interests of the Federation.

3. The Board may also expel a member because of other violations of the membership obligations. However this expulsion is subject to subsequent ratification on the part of the Congress. In the meantime membership is suspended.

Paragraph 8

Rights and Obligations of Members

1. In accordance with the statutes, the members are entitled to participate in all events of the Federation and to make use of its facilities.

2. Each member organisation is authorised to nominate up to 2 representatives for the Directors’ Meeting of the ITF. These representatives should be appointed in such a way that their activity is secure up to the time of the date of proper appointment and confirmation of their successors by the ITF.

3. All members of the affiliated organisations, as well as individual members, should wear the doboks, marks and badges laid down by the ITF; also each school of the member organisations should exhibit the plaque and the flag of the ITF at their location.

4. The members are obliged to promote the interests of the Federation as best they can and refrain from doing anything which might damage the reputation and objectives of the Federation. They have to observe the statutes of the Federation and decisions of the Federation’s organs and are obliged to punctual payment of their registration fees and membership fees in the amount determined annually by the Directors’ Meeting. In case of a withdrawal, or expulsion, of a member, same is obliged to pay the membership fee and satisfy all other financial obligations which they had until then.

5. Members do not receive any support out of the Federation’s  means. Honorary Officers can claim for compensation for actual made expenses.

6. The acquisition of the „ Black Belt ", to be valid, requires ratification on the part of the ITF.

Paragraph 9.

Organs of the ITF

The Organs of the ITF are the Directors’ Meeting (see para. 10), the Board of Directors (para. 12), the Auditor (para. 15), the Executive Committee (para. 16), and the Arbitration Tribunal (para. 18).

Paragraph 10.

Directors’ Meeting

1. The Directors’ Meeting of the ITF is the final arbiter in all questions concerning the resolution of rules and regulations, competition rules and elections. They can come into being through a regular or special Directors’ Meeting.

2. The regular Directors’ Meeting, Congress, will be called every three years. The President will fix the place and time of regular meeting.

3. The special Directors’ Meeting will take place upon written request of at least          1/3 rd. of those entitled to vote in the regular Directors’ Meeting. The place of the meeting will be fixed by the President to meet the convenience of the members as far as possible.

4. A written invitation has to be sent out to the members of the Board of Directors to regular, as well as to special, meetings 4 weeks in advance. The poststamp is enough to prove the date. Notice of a meeting will be accompanied by the agenda intended to be put before the meeting, but failure to include any item will not prevent action from being valid if the chairman of the meeting permits it to be proposed without notice.

5. All members of the ITF are entitled to participate in the Congress. Only affiliated members may give their votes.

6. A quorum of the meeting of the Congress will be formed when not less than a majority of the total representatives and not less than 1/3rd. of the affiliated organisations, exceptional circumstances apart, are present. In case one of the representatives is not available to attend the Congress he can delegate his vote to the other representative with the provision that it will be counted towards the quorum. Ressolutions which change the statues of the Federation or disband the Federation need a 2/3rds. Majority of votes. Each representative can only take the vote of one other representative.

7. The appointment of the representatives to participate in the Congress has to be confirmed by the member organisations which they represent, and has to be forwarded to the Secretary General of the ITF. In cases where one member organisation only sends one representative, this one will be entitled to give the other representative’s vote. Each representative represents, basically, the organisation of his country.

8. The President, or in his absence the Vice President, will take the chair at Congress Meetings. If neither are available to be present then the meeting will elect one of its representatives to be chairman.

9. Should the chairman of the meeting order, or if the Director’s Meeting decides, then there will be a secret vote.

10. At an equality of votes the chairman of the Directors’ Meeting will have the casting vote.

Paragraph 11.

Duties of the Congress

The following tasks are reserved for the Congress:

a. Appointment and dismissal of the members of the Board.

b. Fixing of the amount of the membership fees.

c. Granting and deprivation of honorary titles.

d. Amending the statues.

e. Receiving and approval of the statement of accounts and of the balance sheet.

f. Admission and expulsion of members, the latter notwithstanding the rights vested in the Board and the President respectively, as well as the disbandment of the Federation.

g. Appointment of an auditor.

h. Discussion and resolution about other items on the agenda.

Paragraph 12.

Board of Directors

1. The Board of Directors will be composed of the President, Vice Presidents, Secretary General, Under Secretary General, Treasurer and the Chairmen of the Standing Committees. They will automatically become directors on their appointment to the above positions.

2. The President and Vice Presidents will be elected by the Congress and will hold office for six years. The Directors will be elected by the Congress and will hold office for 3 years. Re – election is possible.

3. The Board of Directors may co-opt a Director to fill a casual vacancy in the Board but a person so co-opted will serve only until the Congress elects a new director. The regular meeting will be called once a year by the President. A special meeting is summoned at any time upon request of not less than 1/3rd. of the members or when the President deems it to be urgent.

4. A resolution is passed if more than ½ of the votes cast are in favour of it. The resolutions will be passed with a simple majority of votes; if votes are equally divided then the President will have the casting vote. The President will be chairman and in his absence the Vice President. If neither are present then the Secretary General.

Paragraph 13

Duties of the Board of Directors

The Board of Directors is responsible for the management of the Federation; it is in charge of routine business. It is in charge of all duties which have not been delegated to one of the organs of the Federation according to the statutes its operation contains the following matters;

a. Composition of the closing of accounts.

b. Administration of the Federation’s means.

c. Summoning of regular and special Directors’ Meetings.

d. Implementation of the resolutions decided by the Directors’ Meetings.

e. Disciplinary actions to members, as well as decisions for punishment in case of breaching the ststutes, and the award of certificates.

f. Resolutions about the establishment of new committees.

g. Affiliation and expulsion of members; provisionally, pending confirmation at the next Congress.

h. Preparation and control of international competition rules.

i. Approval of place and time to perform continental competitions.

j. In general, the preparation of Directors’ Meetings.

The Board of Directors may, while retaining its responsibilities, delegate the power and authority to officers and committees and others associated with the ITF.

Paragraph 14.

President, Vice Presidents, Secretary General, Under Secretaries General and Treasurer

The President directs and represents the ITF in all official matters and is ex-officio a member of all committees. He is the only one to be authorised to sign with the one exception of point 7.

1. The Senior Vice President will assume the duties of the President at such times as maybe required by the absence or incapacity of the President. In cases of permanent incapacity of the President the Senior Vice President will retain position of President for the elected time remaining until the next meeting of the Congress when re-election would have taken place. The Vice Presidents will assume such duties as are delegated to them by the President. 

2. The Secretary General will keep a record of the meetings of the Board of Directors and Executive Committee, issue notices and perform other ordinary duties of the office or as assigned by the President or Bye-laws. The ‘Seal’ of the ITF will be held in trust by the Secretary General.

3. The Under Secretary General Planning will assume the duties of the Secretary General at such times as may be required by the absence of the Secretary General. Otherwise the Under Secretaries General will perform the duties as per their terms of reference.

4. The Treasurer will collect, and under direction of the Board of Directors, arrange for the care and distribution of all funds of the ITF and keeping full and regular accounts, which will at all times be open to the inspection of any member of the Board of Directors. He will present a financial report at each meeting and will submit to the President an annual report within 30 days after the end of each fiscal year.

5. The funds of the ITF as required to pay its obligations will be disbursed by cheque wihich will be drawn by the treasurer and countersigned by the  President or his designated representative.

6. The Federation funds can be expended by the President, Vice Presidents, Secretary General or Treasurer alone up to an amount of ATS 5000-. Amounts in excess of that need to be signed by two of the authorised parties.

7. The treasurer is also entitled to call in a special meeting of the Board of Directors and he can choose the place and time.

Paragraph 15.

Auditor

An Auditor will be elected by the Directors’ Meeting to hold office for 3 years. He will be eligible for re-election. he is responsible for auditing the budget and accounts nad has to inform the Directors’ Meeting about the result. He may attend at all meetings but is not entitled to give his vote.

Paragraph 16.

Executive Committee

1. The Executive Committee will conduct the affairs of the ITF between meetings of the Board of directors. It will meet prior recommendations of the Congress and the Board of Directors with regard to the affairs of the ITF.

2. The executive Committee will be composed of the following:

· Honorary Life President

· Immediate past President

· President, Vice Presidents, Secretary General, Under Secretaries General, Treasurer.

3. The regulations in para. 12 (Board of Directors) will also apply for the executive Committee.

Paragraph 17.

Committees

1. STANDING COMMITTEES

The Standing Committees of the ITF whose chairmen and members will be appionted by the President, subject to the approval of the Board of Directors unless otherwise provided herein, will be as follows:

a. Promotion Committee.

b. Title Committee.

c. Tournament Committee.

d. Disciplinary Committee.

e. Technique Committee.

f. Umpire Committee.

g. Expansion Committtee.

h. Collegiate Committee.

i. Instruction Committee.

j. Business Committee.

2. TEMPORARY COMMITTEES

The President has authority to create and disband all temporary committees, appoint the chairmen and members thereof, and determine the size and duties of such committees.

Paragraph 18.

Arbitration Tribunal

1. All disputes arising from the Federation relationship will be decided by the arbitration tribunal.

2. It consists of one representative each of three, affiliated, Federation members. Each party to the dispute will have to name one representative as umpire in a period of 
7 days to the Board of Directors. Chairman of the Arbitration will be the Chairman of the Disciplinary Committee.

3. The Arbitration Tribunal will arrive at its decision in the presence of all its members by simple majority. It decides to its best knowledgeand belief. Its decisions are Federation internal and final.

Paragraph 19.

Dissolution of the Federation

1. This organisation may be dissolved after the dissolution has been approved by the Board of Directors and by a 2/3rds. Vote of the member organisations.

2. Notice of a vote on dissolution has to be forwarded to the member organisations at least 90 days before the vote is taken.

3. The Directors’ Meeting has to deside about the Federation’s means, if such exist. In special cases a liquidator has to be called to decide how to distribute the means left after covering all expenses.

4. The means should, if possible and allowed, be distributed to a successor organisation having substantially the same or similar purposes as this Federation.

Paragraph 20.

International Competitions

1. World Championshpis will be held every three Years, Continental Championships      every two years. The amateur practitioners will therefore meet in fair and equal conditions. The venue for the competition will be decidet by the Directors’       meeting of the ITF.

2. Any other international championships than prescribed in point 1 will have to be approved by the ITF with the application being accompanied by the requirements of the ITF.

3. Affiliated organisations are not allowed to participate in international championships or competitions of any kind which are organised by non affiliated organisations, unless approved by the ITF.

4. Every member organisation which wants to organise championships has to submit required papers to the ITF and should obtain its approval from the ITF.

5. Riles for the organisations of international championships will be released by the ITF seperately. Umpires and judges have to be appointed by the ITF for every single championship.

Paragraph 21.

Miscellaneous

1. Any person may apply for the qualification of international TKD instructor who has acquired a 4th. Degree or higher qualification recognised by the ITF.

2. The badges and emblems of member organisations must be approved by the ITF.

3. The membership of a functionary of the ITF in a similar federation which is not recognised by the ITF, as well as the unjustified absence from more than two principal events of the ITF entails the immediate loss of the office held.

4. All members and especially the functionaries of the ITF shall sincerely endeavour to realise the tasks and objectives of the ITF as well as possible and mutual agreement.

